BISMARCK

bearing the following autograph inscription alluding to my
order of the Annunciation:

AL PRINCIPE BISMARCK

BERLINO   26   SETTEMBRE,   18/3

AFFE2IONATISSIMO   CUGINO

VITTORIO   EMANUELE.

The King, however, felt a desire to give me a stronger
mark of his good-will by a gift as valuable as the one orig-
inally intended, but unsaleable, and I received in addition
to the flattering inscription on the portrait an alabaster
vase of unusual size and beauty, the packing and removal
of which occasioned me some difficulty when my successor
forced me to a precipitate evacuation of my official resi-
dence.

The ' Germania * of December 6, 1891, deduces from
the correspondence between Count von Roon and Moritz
von Blanckenburg, published in the ' Deutsche Revue/ that
I had overcome the Emperor's resistance to civil marriages.                    '

Blanckenburg was a comrade in the fight who was above
all endeared to me by a friendship dating from our child-
ish days and lasting till his death. This friendship was,                    *
however, on his side not identical with confidence or devo-
tion in the field of politics; here I had to contend with
the competition of his political and religious confessors,
and these had no intention, nor had Blanckenburg the
capacity, to form a broad-minded estimate of the historical                    I

progress of German and European politics.    He was him-
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